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Drysdale  Brannon,  Vice-president 
Raymond  Maddox,  Secretary 
Fudora  Kelley,  Treasurer 

Jackson  A.  Raney 
Superintendent 

Charles  G.  Rawlings 
Principal 

Jacob  L.  Caskey 
Boysy  Vocational  Principal 

COMMITTEE 


Winamac 
Marion 
Hartford  City 
Nashville 


Elizabeth  Green 
Ellen  Fair 
Elizabeth  Offutt 


Sue  McKibben 
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ACCOMPANIST 
Sue  McKibben 


INTERPRETER 
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Valedictory 

We  read  in  the  book  of  Proverbs  in  the  Bible — “For  as  he  thinketh 
in  his  heart,  so  is  he.” 

A  noted  French  author  once  wrote — “I  think ,  therefore  1  am” 

The  graduating  class  of  1947  has  selected  for  its  motto  the  one 
word  “Think”  We  realize  that  what  we,  in  our  innermost  selves  are, 
depends  upon  our  thinking.  In  the  twelve  years  that  we  have  been 
here  in  school,  there  has  been  an  effort  to  direct  our  thinking  in 
ways  that  lead  to  right  living;  to  unselfishness,  so  we  think  of  others 
with  understanding  and  tolerance.  I  believe  we  have  learned  the 
value  of  appreciation,  for  we’ve  had  much  for  which  to  be  grateful. 

In  fact,  so  much,  that  we  regret  that  the  time  has  come  for  us  to 
leave. 

Those  who  are  to  follow  us  will  be  greatly  benefited  by  improve¬ 
ments  which  they  will  enjoy.  We  read  in  a  recent  issue  of  our 
school  paper  that  the  governor  and  the  legislature  of  1945  and  1947 
had  provided  for  many  things  to  be  done  to  make  our  school  safer, 
more  comfortable  and  more  highly  efficient. 

How  wonderful  this  will  be  and  how  much  it  will  mean  to  those  ben¬ 
efited  ! 

We  have  seen  forty-six  of  our  graduates  go  to  college  within  the 
past  eleven  years,  and  some  of  us  are  going.  With  better  provisions 
made  by  our  recent  assembly  to  furnish  improved  equipment,  who  can 
estimate  what  can  and  will  be  done  here? 

We  are  proud  of  our  school  and  grateful  to  everyone  connected 
with  it. 

In  conclusion,  will  you  carry  with  us,  those  five  emphatic  words 
— “I  think ,  therefore  I  am?” — Jerome  Freeman. 


Salutatory 

It  is  certainly  an  honor  to  welcome  our  esteemed  Governor,  Ralph 
F.  Gates  with  us,  the  thirty-six  graduates  of  1947  from  the  Indiana 
State  School  for  th  Deaf.  We  are  impressed  with  his  interest  in 
attending  our  Commencement  exercises  and  in  giving  his  address 
We  realize  the  many  demands  upon  his  time,  so  it  makes  us  very 
grateful  that  he  is  with  us  today. 

To  each  of  you  who  has  contributed  to  making  this  occasion  pos¬ 
sible  and  made  the  effort  to  share  it  with  us,  we  thank  you.  We  wel¬ 
come  you  most  cordially,  for  you  deserve  to  see  the  results  of  what 
you  have  helped  to  build  up.  Through  your  careful  guidance,  we  have 
formed  habits  which  should  help  us  to  become  better  citizens. 

Our  graduating  ceremony  is  one  of  the  most  important  experiences, 
so  far,  in  our  lives.  We  are  happy  to  be  going  out  into  the  world, 
but  sad  to  be  leaving  our  school  and  many  friends  here.  We  shall 
enjoy  looking  back  over  the  various  incidents  throughout  our  school 
life. 

As  we -welcome  you  this  morning,  it  is  with  feelings  of  sincere 
thanks  for  the  help  given  to  each  one  of  us,  with  feelings  of  regret 
at  leaving,  and  with  anticipation  as  to  what  is  ahead. 

— Wayne  Walters. 


